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UM ETHICS CENTER LANDS $270,000 GRANT
MISSOULA —

The Center for Ethics at The University of Montana has been awarded a three-year
$270,000 grant to help graduate research scientists participate more actively and etlectively in
public debates about science and emerging technologies.
The National Science Foundation grant will fund a program titled “Debating Science: A
New Model for Ethics Education for Science and Engineering Students.”
Biotechnology, nanotechnology and global climate change are already the focus of
intense social, political, and ethical debates, said Dane Scott, director of the UM center. There
is a role for ethicists in these discussions, but people from the humanities and social sciences
do not always have the required technical knowledge.
“Scientists themselves must become fruitful participants in these debates, but scientists

rarely have formal training for that in their backgrounds,” he said. Traditionally, researchers
have learned scientific ethics in standards-of-practice courses.
“They are most often taught about ethical issues internal to their practices as
researchers, such as professional honesty and the treatment of research subjects,” Scott said.
“Our approach is different. We will focus on ethical deliberation in an effort to better prepare
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young scientists how to effectively and productively enter into debates over the direction of
emerging technologies.

These technologies have enormous social and ethical implications.

Science students need to be comfortable discussing the social and ethical aspects of these
issues.”
The grant will bring 36 science and engineering graduate students selected from
universities and colleges nationwide to UM next summer for a five-day introductory workshop,
where they will hear from experts in each area.
Scott said the students will then return to their home institutions and take online courses
examining global climate change, biotechnology and nanotechnology. Each course will result
in a collaborative policy document. Their feedback then will be used to further develop and
perfect these online courses for a second group of students the following year. An online
“electronic activity center on emerging technology debates” also will be created.
“So we will design new curriculum using a new model,” he said. “This is absolutely
essential because young scientists must understand the ethical and social dimensions of how
science and society interact.”
Scott wrote the grant request with UM co-authors Christopher Preston, a philosophy
adjunct assistant professor, and Rebecca Bendick, a geology assistant professor. They were
assisted by Otto Koester, UM interim grant coordinator and visiting scholar for the Central
Asia and Caspian Basin Program.
Other partners include Jim Costa, director of the University of North Carolina’s
Highlands Biological Station; Clark Wolf, director of the Bioethics Center at Iowa State
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University; and Catherine Murphy, a University of South Carolina chemistry professor.
“This will be directed from the Missoula campus,” Scott said, “but it was clearly a
team effort.”
UM’s Center for Ethics (formerly known as the Practical Ethics Center) was created in
1996 to promote high-quality teaching, research and service in applied and professional ethics.
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